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REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed by light of the Office Action 
dated September 19, 2005. Claims 1, 5 to 8, 12 to 15, 19 to 22 and 26 to 36 are pending in 
the application. Claims U 8, IS, 22. 29 to 31, 35 and 36, all of which are independent, 
have been amended. 

Claims 1, 5 to 8, 12 to 15, 19 to 22, and 26 to 36 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §112, fu-st paragraph. Specifically, the Office Action contends that there is no 
disclosure in the specification of displaying a symbol indicating a non-updating state and a 
non-reception state, causing the display of a symbol corresponding to the non-updating 
state, and causing the display of no symbol corresponding to the non-reception state. 
Furthermore, the Office Action suggests that Figures 7 and 15 correspond to an updating 
state only. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

With regard to the non-updating state, one embodiment of the present 
mvention is at least described with reference to Figure 15. Contrary to the Office Action^s 
characterization. Figure 15 is seen to show an icon in two states: 1) a non-flashed state, 
which is seen to correspond to a non-updating state; aiid 2) a flashed slate, which is seen to 
correspond to an updating state. (See page 28, lines 10 to 17; page 42, lines 14 to 18 of the 
specification). In addition, the flowchart of FIG. 16 and its corresponding text are seen to 
show a process for causing the display of the icon in the non-updating state. 

Regarding the non-reception state, reference to this state has been removed 
from the claims, without conceding the correctness of the rejection. 

-14- 



PAGE 17/22 * RCVD AT 12/I912M5 10:10:34 PM [Eastern Standard 



12/19/05 MON 19:11 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



121018 



Accordingly, Teconsideration and withdrawal of the §11 2, first paragraph, 
rejection are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15, 19, 21, 22, 26, 28 to 32 and 34 to 36 were 
rejected under 35 US,C. § 103(a) over U.S. Patent No. 6,271,805 (Yonezawa) in view of 
U.S, Patent No. 5,424,772 (Aoki); and Claims 6, 13, 20, 27 and 33 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) over Yonezawa and Aoki and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,621,429 
(Yamaashi). The rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The present invention relates to the reception and display of frame images 
from a communication terminal. Tn one feature of the preseol invention, a symbol 
indicating an update state of the received frame images is displayed. The update state 
includes at least two states: an updating state; and a non-updating state. Specifically, the 
symbol is displayed in a first condition corresponding to the updating state when a 
currently displayed frame image is updated by a next frame image. The symbol is 
displayed in a second condition corresponding to the non-updating state when the currently 
displayed frame image is not updated by a next frame image. In this way, a user can more 
quickly assess when a currently displayed frame image is updated by a next frame image. 
Tliis feature can be helpful, for example, in identifying disruptions of frame image 
reception from communication terminals while the communication terminals are operating. 

With specific reference to the claims, independent Claim 1 as amended is 
directed to a communication apparatus which includes a reception unit for receiving frame 
images generated from a plurality of communication terminals, and an ou^ut unit for 
outputting the frame images received by said reception unit in order to display the frame 

-15- 



PAGE 1^2 * RCVD AT 12/1912005 10:10:34 PM [Eastern Standard 



12/19/05 MON 19:11 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



(21019 



images oji a display unit as multiple image displays. The communication apparatus also 
includes a notification imit for causing the display unit to display a symbol indicating an 
update state of the received frame images. The update state includes al least an updating 
state and a non-updatmg state. The symbol is displayed on a predetemiined area at a time 
when the corresponding frame image is displayed. The notification unit causes display of 
the symbol in a first condition corresponding to the updating state when a currently 
displayed frame image is updated by a next frame image. The noHfication unit also causes 
display of the symbol in a second condition corresponding to the non-updating state when 
the currently displayed fi^me image is not updated by a next frame image. 

Independent Claims 8, 22 and 35 as amended are method claims, 
independent Claims 15 and 31 as amended are apparatus claims, and independent Claims 
29, 30 and 36 as amended are storage roediirm claims which are seen to generally 
correspond to independent Claim 1 . 

The applied art is not seen to disclose or to suggest the features of 
independent Claims I, 8, 15, 22, 29 to 31, 35 and 36, and in particular, is not seen to 
disclose or to suggest at least features of display of a symbol in a first condition 
corresponding to an updating state when a currently displayed frame image is updated by a 
next frame image, and display of the symbol in a second condition corresponding to a 
non-updating stale when the currently displayed frame image is not i^dated by a next 
frame image. 
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The Office Action, at page 4, acknowledges that Yonezawa does not 
disclose the foregoing claimed features. However, the Office Action cites to Aoki for this 
alleged disclosure. 

As understood by Applicants, Aoki relates lo a mode changing device for a 
camera that automatically switches to a playback mode when the catnera is connected to an 
external apparatus, (column 4, lines 26 to 40 of Aoki). In playback mode, the starling and 
stopping of a playback operation is controlled by depressing play switch SWP, which 
causes display of either a ftilly illuminated PLAY icon corresponding to a playback 
operation in progress or a flashing PLAY icon corresponding to a stand-by condition, 
(colunoii 25, lines 42 to 65 of Aoki). 

As such, it is the depression of play switch SWP in Aoki which is seen to 
display different modes for a PLAY icon, T^is is different than the present invention, in 
which the display of a symbol corresponds to an updating state when a currently displayed 
frame image is updated by a next frame image, and corresponds to a non-updating state 
when the currently displayed frame image is not updated by a next frame image. 

Accoridingly, Aoki is not seen to disclose or suggest display of a symbol in 
a first condition corresponding to an updating state when a cuirently displayed frame image 
is updated by a next frame image, and display of the symbol in a second condition 
corresponding to a non-updating state when the currently displayed frame image is not 
updated by a next fi^me image. Furthermore, Aoki is not seen to suggest the attendant 
benefits provided by such display of a symbol. 
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In addition, Yamaashi has been reviewed and is not seen to compensate for 
the deficiencies of Yonezawa and Aoki. 

Accordingly, based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, independent 
Claims 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 to 31, 35, and 36 are believed to be allowable over the applied 
references. 

Hie other claims in the application are each dependent from the independent 
claims and are believed to be allowable over the applied references for at least the same 
reasons. Because each dependent claim is deemed to define an additional aspect of the 
invention, however, the individnaJ consideration of each on its own merits is respectfully 
requested. 

Tuming to a foimal matter, the Office Action required submission of a clean 
copy of the claims filed with the Amendment dated July 6, 2005. In this regard, the claims 
submitted with this Amendment incorporate the changes from the July 6, 2005 
Amendment. Accordingly, an additional copy of the claims from the July 6, 2005 
Amendment is not being submitted at this time. However, an additional copy of the July 6, 
2005 Amendment can be provided to the Examiner irpon fiirther request 

No other matters being raised, it is believed that the entire application is 
fully in condition for allowance, and such action is courteously solicited. 



-18- 



PAGE 21/22* RCVD AT 1211 W5 10:10:34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' ONIS:2738300 » CSID:714 540 9823 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0546 



12/19/05 MON 19:12 FAX 714 540 9d23 FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 121022 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office at (714) 540-8700, All correspondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 

Respectfully submitted. 




/Attorney for A^Jpficants 
John Magluyan 
Registration No.: 56.867 



FTTZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-2200 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



CA_MAIN 10W76V1 
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